
IV. TIME FOR TAKING, LEGAL SIZE, AND COMMERCIAL CATCH LIMITS OF OYSTERS

The taking of oysters is permitted Monday through Friday, except, from the first Saturday in
October through the last Saturday in December, those public water bottoms open to oystering
shall be open to the taking of oysters from 6AM to 12 noon each Saturday.  Reefs open and close
daily at times set by regulations of the MRD and/or Alabama Department of Public Health.

All oysters harvested must be a minimum of 3 inches in length, with an allowance of not more
than 5 % for undersized oysters.

For current commercial catch limits and daily harvest hours contact any MRD office:
Bayou La Batre (251-824-2161), Dauphin Island (251-861-2882) or Gulf Shores (251-
968-7576).

It is unlawful to land any oysters for commercial purposes not sacked according to the standard
Alabama measure of one-quarter (1/4) Alabama barrel per sack.  Each sack shall be tagged and
harvest information portion of tag completed prior to landing.  Tag shall remain attached to each
sack until the sack is emptied.

All oysters taken from the public oyster bottoms must be culled and sacked by the time* of public
water bottom closure each day. Any unculled or unsacked oysters on board a boat at the time
of public water bottom closure, must be immediately replaced and scattered upon the reef from
which they were taken and the boat must then immediately leave the public reefs and proceed
to a landing.

It is unlawful to transfer oysters from one boat to another for purposes of avoiding the requirements
set forth in any laws or regulations, or to transfer any oysters to any unlicensed oyster boat or
unlicensed oyster catcher. Any person cited for exceeding the limit (as provided by law or
regulation) must immediately transport and redistribute any said excess oysters on the nearest
public reef.

1/4 Alabama barrel = tub or other container measuring 1.23 cubic feet in volume.

OYSTER HARVESTER TAG INFORMATION

1975 CODE OF ALABAMA 9-12-67
RULE 220-3-.02 (Marine Resources)

ALABAMA STATE BOARD OF HEALTH REGULATION

1. All oysters taken for commercial purposes from the public or private oyster bottoms
of the State of Alabama shall be sacked in clean burlap, or similar material sacks 
containing not more than one-quarter Alabama barrel of oysters.

2. Prior to landing, each sack must be tagged and harvest information portion of tag
legibly completed using indelible ink.

3. Tag is considered void and sack improperly tagged if information on tag is incomplete,
illegible, or altered in any manner. Untagged or improperly tagged sacks of oysters
may be confiscated and disposed of as provided by law.

4. The tag shall remain attached to the sack until a certified dealer empties or retags
the sack of oysters, or until emptied by a restaurant, other establishment, or by 
the final consumer.

5. It is unlawful to possess empty sacks with oyster tags attached thereto.

6. Tags can be purchased at a cost of twenty-five cents ($.25) per tag from the 
Department of Conservation, Marine Resources Division, or its duly authorized 
agents.

TO COMPLETE THE TAG,  HARVESTER MUST:

   A. ENTER LICENSE NUMBER IN APPROPRIATE SPACE.
   B. CIRCLE AND BLACK OUT MONTH AND DAY UNDER DATE OF HARVEST.
   C. CHECK HARVEST LOCATION

INFORMATION MUST BE COMPLETED WITH BLACK OR BLUE INK (NO PENCIL)

   

      EXAMPLE

REVERSE SIDE OF TAG TO BE COMPLETED, WHEN APPROPRIATE, BY CERTIFIED DEALER.

ALABAMA COMMERCIAL/RECREATIONAL OYSTER HARVEST INFORMATION

I. OPEN AND CLOSED HARVEST AREAS

The Department of Conservation and Natural Resources and the Department of Public 
Health are authorized to open and close harvest areas for management or public health 
purposes.  Before taking oysters from any area for any reason, it is advisable to check
with the Marine Resources Division (MRD) at Dauphin Island (251-861-2882), Gulf Shores 
(251-968-7576) or Bayou La Batre (251-824-2161). Taking oysters from a closed area for 
any reason is prohibited. Transporting oysters at night through closed areas is prohibited.

II. LICENSE REQUIREMENTS
      •  All licenses expire September 30th of each year.

      •  Persons are allowed to take up to but no more than 100 oysters per day for personal 
consumption without a Commercial Oyster Catcher's License.

      • COMMERCIAL OYSTER CATCHER'S LICENSE ($26.00)
All persons taking oysters for commercial purposes, or more than 100 oysters for 
personal consumption, must have in possession a commercial Oyster Catcher's License 
(may sell catch only to a licensed Alabama Seafood Dealer).

      • OYSTER DREDGE LICENSE ($26.00)  Use of oyster dredges strictly regulated.  Specific 
laws and regulations apply.  Licenses are presently issued only to owners/lessees of private 
oyster reefs. Contact the Dauphin Island Office (861-2882) for further information.

      • Nonresidents shall pay the same fee as that charged Alabama residents to conduct the same
activity in the applicant's state of residence, but not less than twice the cost that Alabama 
residents pay. Nonresident licenses are sold only by the Marine Resources Division offices.

      • OYSTER TAG ($0.25)   All oysters taken from public or private reefs for commercial 
purposes must be sacked and tagged.

III. HOW OYSTERS MAY BE TAKEN

Oysters may be taken from the public reefs and water bottoms by hand or oyster 
tongs only.
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DIRECTOR

AREAS PERMANENTLY CLOSED TO OYSTERING

STATE OF ALABAMA
DEPARTMENT OF CONSERVATION AND NATURAL RESOURCES

POST OFFICE BOX 189
DAUPHIN ISLAND, ALABAMA 36528

TEL  (251) 861-2882
FAX  (251) 861-8741
amrddi@gulftel.com

* Daily harvest hours
change seasonally (call
for current info).
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This is not an official copy of the laws or regulations
in effect and should not be utilized or relied upon as
such. It is the fisherman’s responsibility to know the
laws and regulations in effect at any given time.
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IV. TIME FOR TAKING, LEGAL SIZE, AND COMMERCIAL CATCH LIMITS OF OYSTERS

The taking of oysters is permitted Monday through Friday, except, from the first Saturday in
October through the last Saturday in December, those public water bottoms open to oystering
shall be open to the taking of oysters from 6AM to 12 noon each Saturday.  Reefs open and close
daily at times set by regulations of the MRD and/or Alabama Department of Public Health.

All oysters harvested must be a minimum of 3 inches in length, with an allowance of not more
than 5 % for undersized oysters.

For current commercial catch limits and daily harvest hours contact any MRD office:
Bayou La Batre (251-824-2161), Dauphin Island (251-861-2882) or Gulf Shores (251-
968-7576).

It is unlawful to land any oysters for commercial purposes not sacked according to the standard
Alabama measure of one-quarter (1/4) Alabama barrel per sack.  Each sack shall be tagged and
harvest information portion of tag completed prior to landing.  Tag shall remain attached to each
sack until the sack is emptied.

All oysters taken from the public oyster bottoms must be culled and sacked by the time* of public
water bottom closure each day. Any unculled or unsacked oysters on board a boat at the time
of public water bottom closure, must be immediately replaced and scattered upon the reef from
which they were taken and the boat must then immediately leave the public reefs and proceed
to a landing.

It is unlawful to transfer oysters from one boat to another for purposes of avoiding the requirements
set forth in any laws or regulations, or to transfer any oysters to any unlicensed oyster boat or
unlicensed oyster catcher. Any person cited for exceeding the limit (as provided by law or
regulation) must immediately transport and redistribute any said excess oysters on the nearest
public reef.

1/4 Alabama barrel = tub or other container measuring 1.23 cubic feet in volume.

OYSTER HARVESTER TAG INFORMATION

1975 CODE OF ALABAMA 9-12-67
RULE 220-3-.02 (Marine Resources)

ALABAMA STATE BOARD OF HEALTH REGULATION

1. All oysters taken for commercial purposes from the public or private oyster bottoms
of the State of Alabama shall be sacked in clean burlap, or similar material sacks 
containing not more than one-quarter Alabama barrel of oysters.

2. Prior to landing, each sack must be tagged and harvest information portion of tag
legibly completed using indelible ink.

3. Tag is considered void and sack improperly tagged if information on tag is incomplete,
illegible, or altered in any manner. Untagged or improperly tagged sacks of oysters
may be confiscated and disposed of as provided by law.

4. The tag shall remain attached to the sack until a certified dealer empties or retags
the sack of oysters, or until emptied by a restaurant, other establishment, or by 
the final consumer.

5. It is unlawful to possess empty sacks with oyster tags attached thereto.

6. Tags can be purchased at a cost of twenty-five cents ($.25) per tag from the 
Department of Conservation, Marine Resources Division, or its duly authorized 
agents.

TO COMPLETE THE TAG,  HARVESTER MUST:

   A. ENTER LICENSE NUMBER IN APPROPRIATE SPACE.
   B. CIRCLE AND BLACK OUT MONTH AND DAY UNDER DATE OF HARVEST.
   C. CHECK HARVEST LOCATION

INFORMATION MUST BE COMPLETED WITH BLACK OR BLUE INK (NO PENCIL)

   

      EXAMPLE

REVERSE SIDE OF TAG TO BE COMPLETED, WHEN APPROPRIATE, BY CERTIFIED DEALER.

ALABAMA COMMERCIAL/RECREATIONAL OYSTER HARVEST INFORMATION

I. OPEN AND CLOSED HARVEST AREAS

The Department of Conservation and Natural Resources and the Department of Public 
Health are authorized to open and close harvest areas for management or public health 
purposes.  Before taking oysters from any area for any reason, it is advisable to check
with the Marine Resources Division (MRD) at Dauphin Island (251-861-2882), Gulf Shores 
(251-968-7576) or Bayou La Batre (251-824-2161). Taking oysters from a closed area for 
any reason is prohibited. Transporting oysters at night through closed areas is prohibited.

II. LICENSE REQUIREMENTS
      •  All licenses expire September 30th of each year.

      •  Persons are allowed to take up to but no more than 100 oysters per day for personal 
consumption without a Commercial Oyster Catcher's License.

      • COMMERCIAL OYSTER CATCHER'S LICENSE ($26.00)
All persons taking oysters for commercial purposes, or more than 100 oysters for 
personal consumption, must have in possession a commercial Oyster Catcher's License 
(may sell catch only to a licensed Alabama Seafood Dealer).

      • OYSTER DREDGE LICENSE ($26.00)  Use of oyster dredges strictly regulated.  Specific 
laws and regulations apply.  Licenses are presently issued only to owners/lessees of private 
oyster reefs. Contact the Dauphin Island Office (861-2882) for further information.

      • Nonresidents shall pay the same fee as that charged Alabama residents to conduct the same
activity in the applicant's state of residence, but not less than twice the cost that Alabama 
residents pay. Nonresident licenses are sold only by the Marine Resources Division offices.

      • OYSTER TAG ($0.25)   All oysters taken from public or private reefs for commercial 
purposes must be sacked and tagged.

III. HOW OYSTERS MAY BE TAKEN

Oysters may be taken from the public reefs and water bottoms by hand or oyster 
tongs only.
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 LICENSE NO.

DATE OF HARVEST

A.

B.

C.

M. BARNETT LAWLEY
COMMISSIONER

BOB RILEY
GOVERNOR R. VERNON MINTON

DIRECTOR

AREAS PERMANENTLY CLOSED TO OYSTERING

STATE OF ALABAMA
DEPARTMENT OF CONSERVATION AND NATURAL RESOURCES

POST OFFICE BOX 189
DAUPHIN ISLAND, ALABAMA 36528

TEL  (251) 861-2882
FAX  (251) 861-8741
amrddi@gulftel.com

* Daily harvest hours
change seasonally (call
for current info).

MRD Enforcement Tub Dimensions:
Diameter inside at the top            = 17"
Diameter inside at the bottom      = 13"
Inside height from top to bottom  = 12"
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This is not an official copy of the laws or regulations
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such. It is the fisherman’s responsibility to know the
laws and regulations in effect at any given time.

continued...



IV. TIME FOR TAKING, LEGAL SIZE, AND COMMERCIAL CATCH LIMITS OF OYSTERS

The taking of oysters is permitted Monday through Friday, except, from the first Saturday in
October through the last Saturday in December, those public water bottoms open to oystering
shall be open to the taking of oysters from 6AM to 12 noon each Saturday.  Reefs open and close
daily at times set by regulations  of the MRD and/or Alabama Departmen t of Public Health.

All oysters harvested must be a minimum of 3 inches in length, with an allowance of not more
than 5 % for undersized oysters.

For current commercial catch limits and daily harvest hours contact any MRD office:
Bayou La Batre (251-824-2161), Dauphin Island (251-861-2882) or Gulf Shores (251-
968-7576).

It is unlawful to land any oysters for commercial purposes not sacked according to the standard
Alabama measure of one-quarter (1/4) Alabama barrel per sack.  Each sack shall be tagged and
harvest information portion of tag completed prior to landing.  Tag shall remain attached to each
sack until the sack is emptied.

All oysters taken from the public oyster bottoms must be culled and sacked by the time* of public
water bottom closure each day. Any unculled or unsacked oysters on board a boat at the time
of public water bottom closure, must be immediately replaced and scattered upon the reef from
which they were taken and the boat must then immediately leave the public reefs and proceed
to a landing.

It is unlawful to transfer oysters from one boat to another for purposes of avoiding the requirements
set forth in any laws or regulations, or to transfer any oysters to any unlicensed oyster boat or
unlicensed oyster catcher. Any person cited for exceeding the limit (as provided by law or
regulation) must immediately transport and redistribute any said excess oysters on the nearest
public reef.

1/4 Alabama barrel = tub or other container measuring 1.23 cubic feet in volume.

OYSTER HARVESTER TAG INFORMATION

1975 CODE OF ALABAMA 9-12-67
RULE 220-3-.02 (Marine Resources)

ALABAMA STATE BOARD OF HEALTH REGULATION

1. All oysters taken for commercial purposes from the public or private oyster bottoms
of the State of Alabama shall be sacked in clean burlap, or similar material sacks 
containing not more than one-quarter Alabama barrel of oysters.

2. Prior to landing, each sack must be tagged and harvest information portion of tag
legibly completed using indelible ink.

3. Tag is considered void and sack improperly tagged if information on tag is incomplete,
illegible, or altered in any manner. Untagged or improperly tagged sacks of oysters
may be confiscated and disposed of as provided by law.

4. The tag shall remain attached to the sack until a certified dealer empties or retags
the sack of oysters, or until emptied by a restaurant, other establishment, or by 
the final consumer.

5. It is unlawful to possess empty sacks with oyster tags attached thereto.

6. Tags can be purchased at a cost of twenty-five cents ($.25) per tag from the 
Department of Conservation, Marine Resources Division, or its duly authorized 
agents.

TO COMPLETE THE TAG,  HARVESTER MUST:

   A. ENTER LICENSE NUMBER IN APPROPRIATE SPACE.
   B. CIRCLE AND BLACK OUT MONTH AND DAY UNDER DATE OF HARVEST.
   C. CHECK HARVEST LOCATION

INFORMATION MUST BE COMPLETED WITH BLACK OR BLUE INK (NO PENCIL)

   

      EXAMPLE

REVERSE SIDE OF TAG TO BE COMPLETED, WHEN APPROPRIATE, BY CERTIFIED DEALER.

ALABAMA COMMERCIAL/RECREATIONAL OYSTER HARVEST INFORMATION

I. OPEN AND CLOSED HARVEST AREAS

The Department of Conservation and Natural Resources and the Department of Public 
Health are authorized to open and close harvest areas for management or public health 
purposes.  Before taking oysters from any area for any reason, it is advisable to check
with the Marine Resources Division (MRD) at Dauphin Island (251-861-2882), Gulf Shores 
(251-968-7576) or Bayou La Batre (251-824-2161). Taking oysters from a closed area for 
any reason is prohibited. Transporting oysters at night through closed areas is prohibited.

II. LICENSE REQUIREMENTS
      •  All licenses expire September 30th of each year.

      •  Persons are allowed to take up to but no more than 100 oysters per day for personal 
consumption without a Commercial Oyster Catcher's License.

      • COMMERCIAL OYSTER CATCHER'S LICENSE ($26.00)
All persons taking oysters for commercial purposes, or more than 100 oysters for 
personal consumption, must have in possession a commercial Oyster Catcher's License 
(may sell catch only to a licensed Alabama Seafood Dealer).

      • OYSTER DREDGE LICENSE ($26.00)  Use of oyster dredges strictly regulated.  Specific 
laws and regulations apply.  Licenses are presently issued only to owners/lessees of private 
oyster reefs. Contact the Dauphin Island Office (861-2882) for further information.

      • Nonresidents shall pay the same fee as that charged Alabama residents to conduct the same
activity in the applicant's state of residence, but not less than twice the cost that Alabama 
residents pay. Nonresident licenses are sold only by the Marine Resources Division offices.

      • OYSTER TAG ($0.25)   All oysters taken from public or private reefs for commercial 
purposes must be sacked and tagged.

III. HOW OYSTERS MAY BE TAKEN

Oysters may be taken from the public reefs and water bottoms by hand or oyster 
tongs only.
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Areas I, II, and III or portions of these areas
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or parts of the year. Check with a Marine
Resources Division office or your local Marine
Resources Division enforcement officer before
taking oysters for any purpose.
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COMPLETE EACH TAG CAN
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OF OYSTERS AND A FINE UP
TO $500.00

HARVEST LOCATION

 LICENSE NO.

DATE OF HARVEST

A.

B.

C.

M. BARNETT LAWLEY
COMMISSIONER

BOB RILEY
GOVERNOR R. VERNON MINTON

DIRECTOR

AREAS PERMANENTLY CLOSED TO OYSTERING

STATE OF ALABAMA
DEPARTMENT OF CONSERVATION AND NATURAL RESOURCES

POST OFFICE BOX 189
DAUPHIN ISLAND, ALABAMA 36528

TEL  (251) 861-2882
FAX  (251) 861-8741
amrddi@gulftel.com

* Daily harvest hours
change seasonally (call
for current info).
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This is not an official copy of the laws or regulations
in effect and should not be utilized or relied upon as
such. It is the fisherman’s responsibility to know the
laws and regulations in effect at any given time.

continued...


